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Catalyst 2.0: 
Building the Industry One Entrepreneur at a Time  

 
Nebraska Sorghum is excited to announce new and exciting revisions to the Catalyst

Program! Building on lessons learned from the 2020-2021 Catalyst teams, the 2021-2022
program will be even better! We've brought new partners on board at the Small Business

Development Center (SBDC), and anticipate introducing the program to Nebraska
Extension in North Platte on a pilot basis. We'll also be bringing the Nebraska College of

Technical Agriculture into Catalyst and we're working with more local economic developers
and communities than in the past year. 

 

We're also pleased to share that all of our partners from Catalyst 1.0 will once again be
joining the effort for the coming year. 

 

Notable improvements for 2021-2022

More direction for our teams: 
One overwhelming request from the Catalyst teams in 2020-2021 was for more structure.
We're working with Invest Nebraska and the SBDC to deliver meaningful and substantive

direction and a curriculum that will help the Catalyst teams not only to create new
sorghum-based products, but also to build successful business models for the real world. 

 
 Rewards and Recognition:

Thanks to Covid-19, Catalyst teams
in the first year of the program
didn't get the reward of an in-

person pitch competition. That will
change in 2021-2022. Investors and
Economic Developers will be invited
to attend a special pitch competition
for Catalyst Teams at the Sorghum

Symposium in Kearney in late
January, 2022. 

 

Further, there are now cash prizes
for the top three teams: $1,000 for
first place, $750 for second place,

and $250 for third place. 

To learn more about Catalyst, visit: nebraskasorghum.org or 
email sorghum.board@nebraska.gov



 
We have a Podcast! 

Sergeant Sorghum and His Amazing Friends
 

Click Here

Nebraska Sorghum has hit the RSS feed! 
In late April, we began recording a consumer-
facing podcast called. "Sergeant Sorghum and

His Amazing Friends". 
 

We realized that we talk with some pretty
interesting people doing some pretty

interesting things...both in and outside of the
traditional "Ag sphere". These conversations

are appealing to broad audiences and provide
us with another way to reach consumers

unfamiliar with sorghum. 

The response has been overwhelmingly positive. The podcast is ten episodes in and
viewership continues to grow. Guests have been diverse and interesting, with experiences
ranging from policy-making, product development, music education, foreign aid,
filmmaking, and even commercial aviation. Nebraska Sorghum Executive Director, Nate
Blum, hosts the program and intentionally throws in geeky references and a few jokes in
this comic-book themed podcast that was inspired by the 1980's cartoon, "Spiderman and
His Amazing Friends". 

Each episode is approximately one hour in length.
Check it out on our website by clicking the link below! 

https://www.nebraskasorghum.org/sergeant-sorghum-and-his-amazing-friends


         Nebraska Sorghum Welcomes
New Board Members!

The Nebraska Grain Sorghum Board and the Nebraska
Sorghum Producers Association are pleased to announce
three new members to our organization's respective
boards! 

Mr. Dennis Fitzke joined the Nebraska Grain Sorghum
Board Mr. Fitzke fills a Board-Appointed At-Large seat on
the Nebraska Grain Sorghum Board for a three year term. 

On June 30th, the Nebraska Sorghum Producers
Association voted to appoint Mr. Todd Downer and Mr.
Dave Wolcott to two open At-Large Seats. Mr. Downer and
his wife farm near Bartley. Mr. Wolcott and his family farm
near McCook. The terms of these appointments are also
three years in duration. 

Please join us in welcoming Mr. Fitzke, Mr. Downer, and
Mr. Wolcott to Nebraska Sorghum! 

The Nebraska Grain Sorghum Board is still seeking a
District 1 candidate. The District 1 seat is appointed by the
Governor and represents the Eastern portion of the state.
To request an application, please email:
sorghum.board@nebraska.gov

Maps of the NGSB and NeSPA Districts Mr. Dave Wolcott

Mr. Todd Downer

Mr. Dennis Fitzke



Del Ficke, owner of Ficke Cattle Company – Graze Master Genetics® wants to add true value
to farms and ranches. Serious about common sense, conservation ranching and in-tune-
with-nature farming practices, Ficke is serious about the powerful role sorghum is playing
and will play in the future of local, state, national, and global agriculture. 

Ficke has dramatically reduced his operational acres and dramatically increased his
profitability. He lessened the use of synthetic chemicals by nearly 100 percent with
controlled grazing and began inter-seeding pastures with legumes that produce nitrogen so
commercial fertilizers can be decreased and even eliminated. 

“Sorghum has been part of the Ficke Cattle Company fold since the 1950s in our family
farming and ranching operation,” Ficke said.“Sorghum plays a significant role on the grain
side, but is also an integral part of our cover crop grazing system.”   

 “Our goal is to help farmers and ranchers think about what they are doing in a new way,” Ficke said.
“Often, the biggest hurdle is our own mind. That was the case for me. Once I realized I wasn’t
maximizing the potential of a single acre of my farm yet, I knew I could do more.”

“We trademarked our own breed of composite cattle at Ficke Cattle Company and also trademarked
Graze Master sorghum,” Ficke said. “We did this, knowing the incredible potential of sorghum as an
innovative crop for the future.”

Contact Del Ficke
402-499-0329 
fickecattle@outlook.com 
fickecattle.com

Graze Master® Sorghum

Mr. Del Ficke

mailto:fickecattle@outlook.com


The Gift of Grain

 



Join the Sorghum Army: 
Internships at Nebraska Sorghum

Special thanks to long-time intern, Ms. Kristine
Dvoracek! Kristine has served as the Business

Development Intern at Nebraska Sorghum
since 2019. As she enters her senior year at the

University of Nebraska - Lincoln, Kristine is
stepping away to focus exclusively on her
studies. We have a suspicion that we'll be

seeing Kristine in the sorghum industry in the
future! Well done, Ms. Dvoracek!

Nebraska Sorghum is expanding
our internship opportunities in
2021! The program is a project-
based experience focusing on
learning areas germane to
participating student's majors and
interests. Applicants must be self-
driven and willing to accept
mentorship and direction. 

Beginning in the 2021-2022
academic year, interns will receive
a $500 stipend per semester.
Participants also receive a letter of
recommendation commensurate
with their work upon their
request. 

We are also expanding our
internship opportunities from two
students to three. In-person and
remote internships are available. 

Email
sorghum.board@nebraska.gov 
to apply!



Sorghum Cares: 
Teaching Sportsmanship, Developing Leaders, and

Introducing Sorghum to New Consumers through Softball

Click Here

At Nebraska Sorghum, we go out of our
way to serve the community through our
"Sorghum Cares" initiative. In 2019, we
began  collecting veteran's stories for
archiving at the Library of Congress in the
"Veterans History Project". In 2020 we
sponsored the first OFFICIAL public
dedication of a United States Space Force
Flag at the Avenue of Flags in Nebraska's
Fourth of July City and home of the
Nebraska National Guard Museum;
Seward.
 This summer, the Nebraska Sorghum Producers Association sponsored a  YMCA Spirit softball

team in Lincoln. Nebraska Sorghum Executive Director, Nate Blum, served as the head coach
for the team of 12, 13, and 14 year-old girls. The "Sorghum Sluggers" went 8-8 on the season.
They were the ONLY team in the league to beat the number 1 team, and they took third place
in a one-run, seven inning battle with the second place team. 

Most importantly, each of the young ladies on the team experienced personal, emotional, and
athletic growth over the course of the season. 

The Sorghum Cares Initiative programs are important in generating organic market demand
and awareness. The old adage, "Nobody cares how much you know until they know how much
you care" is very real. Thanks to the Sorghum Sluggers positive season, numerous Lincoln
families were introduced to sorghum for the first time! 

Sorghum Sluggers gear is available for
purchase on the Sorghum Army

Outpost. A great and unique gift for
baseball and softball fans!

https://www.nebraskasorghum.org/the-sorghum-army-outpost


Sneak Peek: How Nebraska Sorghum is
working for you in 2021-2022

Markets development for value-added sorghum-based products is
the number one priority at Nebraska Sorghum. You may have
noticed our commitment to developing entrepreneurs here at
home through our Catalyst Program. Did you know we also
actively work to attract existing domestic processors to Nebraska?
In fact we've worked closely with the Nebraska Department of
Economic Development and local economic developers to share
local and state incentives to existing processors for relocation of
operations to our state. 

Our vision is to make Nebraska a central hub for value-added processing of sorghum. This is
important as a means to increase on-farm revenues and to create jobs in rural communities.
Nebraska makes sense to processors because of our geographic centrality and existing road
and rail infrastructure. Processors can reach anywhere in the continental US by truck within
two and a half days. This means fewer logistical hurdles and lower carbon footprints for
companies looking to leverage gluten-free, non-gmo, and sustainably-sourced markets
worth BILLIONS of dollars. 

Development of the domestic markets for sorghum also means risk mitigation in regard to
sorghum prices which are largely driven by volatile international markets. 

In 2021 and 2022, we're taking our efforts to attract processors to the next level. Nebraska
Sorghum will be in Toulouse, France for the Third European Sorghum Congress in October
and in Dubai at the Gulfood Show and World Expo in February. At both of these events, we'll
be meeting with international processors to make the case for Nebraska. In fact, we've
applied to speak at the Congress in Toulouse and Nebraska is one of only seven states to
have a booth at the Gulfood Show. 

Economic development takes time. It can be exciting
and it can be frustrating. But...nothing happens unless
we take the lead to get it done. We believe this is our
best way to provide sorghum growers with long-term
sustainable value for their crop.  
Have a suggestion for a company we should seek out
domestically or internationally? Let us know! We're
always open to new connections. Send us an email at:
sorghum.board@nebraska.gov! 



Nexus Nebraska: Spotlighting Nebraska
Agriculture on a Global Stage

Click Here

To say that sustainability is a hot topic would be an understatement. Whether on the local,
national or international level, Nebraska Sorghum has made it a priority to be at the table
when conversations around sustainability and conservation in agriculture happen. After all,
these conversations will invariably result in policies, both well-conceived and ill-conceived,
that will impact how we operate our farm operations in the future. If we aren't at the table,
we're on the menu. 

In 2021, the United Nations released their "17 sustainable development goals" (SDG's). By
virtue of our work with the USDA on the Grains, Feed, Oilseeds, and Planting Seeds Ag Trade
Advisory Committee (ATAC), we were invited to join the SDG's conversations on a
subcommittee which is helping to plan the UN Food Systems Summit in New York in
September. During those conversations, it occurred to us that many of the SDG's being
discussed were already being addressed in Nebraska and amongst our adjacent partners. 

Thus, on June 7, we convened an Independent Food Systems Summit Dialogue called,
"Nexus Nebraska". The two and a half hour long panel discussion featured twelve experts in
the public and private sectors and was viewed live by people around the globe. Since the
broadcast, the talk has been viewed hundreds of times and we frequently receive requests
for more information. What a great way to showcase Nebraska Agriculture...and sorghum
on a meaningful and substantive global stage. 

Click the link below to
watch the recording of

Nexus Nebraska

https://www.nebraskasorghum.org/nexus-nebraska-un-food-systems-summit


Message from the Director: 

Telling the Story of Modern
Agriculture

I recently attended a field day hosted by Dr. Ray Ward of Ward Laboratories. The event,
which took place on his family farm near Western, Nebraska focused on soil health science
and practices. During one of the presentations, I found myself standing in a pasture
listening to a presentation on sustainable cattle grazing practices. Nearby, a large solar
panel powered a well. In the distance, large wind turbines graced the horizon of Saline
County. "If only some folks in Washington D.C. could see what modern rural America really
is like," immediately came to mind.

The disconnect between urban and rural America is well-documented. I won't continue to
belabor the point here except to say that if you want a tangible example of how little our
urban cousins understand agriculture, type in the word "detasseling" into any word
processor or smart phone. Even as I write this sentence, I see that this software doesn't
recognize the term, as illustrated by the ugly red underline indicating a misspelling.  No,
what I want to bring your attention to instead is the need to share our every-day stories
with policy-makers. 

A recent gaffe by the current Administration caught attention when the official (who will
remain nameless for this article) stated that rural Americans "can't photocopy their ID's." It
would be a pretty humorous comment if not for the heavy emphases on technology,
climate change, and conservation pervading American and international politics. Instead,
the comment betrays a broader fundamental and willingly ignorant misunderstanding of
Middle America. 

Far from being unable to photocopy their own ID's, the dozens of everyday producers at
this field day asked questions about soil science that would make the head of a layman
spin. Dr. Ward and his team dove deep into the scientific terminology to answer those
questions. These are the same producers whom are running equipment filled with
technology and are making decisions on a daily basis based upon scientific data from
drones, soil sensors, historical norms etc. etc. 



Outside of the cockpit of a jet or a nuclear reactor, you'd be hard pressed to find a more
technologically advanced work environment than inside the cab of a state of the art
combine. 

And, yes. I get that the wind turbines mentioned above aren't directly related to Ag. I get
that they, and solar panels, aren't popular in many rural counties. I get that some people
do find value them. I'm not taking sides on those in particular. However, the illustration
remains: Rural Americans are far more technologically advanced than they are given credit
for. 

Political and coastal elites have long underestimated Rural Americans. No headline there.
But, with policies like "30 X 30" (AKA the America the Beautiful Plan), and the United
Nation's 17 identified Sustainable Development Goals on the horizon, and the resurgence
of the disastrous Waters of the US (WOTUS) we can't afford to be content with being
underestimated. We need to make sure that policy-makers in Congress and in
Administrative Branch agencies are hearing from us in a frequent, respectful, and
educated way. 

We need to "dazzle" social media not with rustic images of life on the farm, but with
scientific white papers, the effect of scientific data interpretation and implementation on
the farm, and show how we remain good stewards of the water, soil, livestock, and wildlife
resources. There are those who are convinced that modern agriculture is akin to strip-
mining. They have no understanding of what we already know: Our lives, livelihoods, and
legacies are inextricably intertwined with stewardship. 

Before you read this and say, "Thank goodness there are Ag leaders who are fighting for
us", know that we can't do it alone. I've been serving in advocacy roles in Washington DC
for various groups for the better part of a decade. I worked for a Congressional office for
five years. I'm here to tell you that there is no more powerful voice than yours. Polished or
not, as long as you come off as respectful, informed, and passionate, your voice will
resonate louder than any lobbyist. 

Tell your story everyday. Leverage social media. Talk with your local press. Write letters to
the editor and make sure that your representatives at the state and national level know
your name and associate it with that of an expert. Because if you don't tell your
story...someone else will. And you may not like what they have to say. 





The Nebraska Sorghum Producers Association
Thanks our 2021 Sponsors!

To learn more about how YOUR company
can become a 2021 Sorghum Supporter,

call: 402-802-1850!


